194. SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE AND BRITISH INDIANS
Superintendent Alexander has submitted to the Durban Town Council
a report which is full of interest. His remarks about Indians are very
satisfactory. He says in connection therewith:
In dealing with our large population (about 16,000), I have had very little
trouble. They are most amenable to law and order. Only in one instance,
at their last annual Mohurrum festival, did some of them attempt to resist my
orders; but as soon as they knew the order was to keep them clear of public-
houses, they at once apologised.
The following remarks of his on drunkenness shew how much the
Borough owes to the Superintendent for his good work in this direction, and
we can only hope that he will long be spared to the community to render
his services in the manner he has for the last twenty-five years and more.
During the year, 15,438 crimes and offences were brought to notice by
your police, and dealt with, as shown in the statistics.   I am glad to say that,
on the whole, the community have behaved well, considering the large number
(about 300 Europeans) out of employment, and that half of the population
are uncivilised blacks of many nationalities, and that we have also a large num-
ber of European foreigners amongst us.  There is, I am glad to say, a large falling-
off in drunkenness amongst Europeans. No doubt the depression in trade has
had something to do with it, but from constant observation, I am more inclined
to think that the large facility now in town for obtaining refreshments of all
sorts (not intoxicating) has more to do with it than anything else, as one can
now take a friend into a restaurant who would not go into a public-house; and,
when one has there refreshment of this sort, one does not care for other liquors.
I know the publican complains of how hard it is to pay the rent, etc., through
the falling-off in his takings.   This can only be remedied by the owners of the
property reducing their rents which are now much too high to permit the pro-
prietor to deal as honestly with his customers as he would probably wish to do.
It is for this reason alone that I have throughout endeavoured to keep down
the number of licences, and I think the Borough can congratulate itself upon
having less licences for the sale of intoxicating liquor than any other seaport
town of its size in Great Britain or her Colonies, as we have only 5 hotels, 18
hotels and bars, 17 public-houses, and 7 bottle stores.   I am further glad to
say that drunkenness amongst European women in this Borough is very small
compared with towns in Great Britain.   Of the 1,317 Europeans arrested for
drunkenness last year, only 24 were women, and only one case of a lad under
19 years of age; whilst I find by the Police statistics of seaport towns in Great
Britain, some of them shew 60 per cent, arrested for drunkenness to be women
and 50 out of the 1,000 lads under 19 years of age.   With Indians and Natives
arrested for drunkenness, the percentage of women is nine and ten respectively.
But the burden of our remarks today will be applied to one  little
sentence in the report wherein the Superintendent states that "with Indians,
the percentage of women arrested for drunkenness is nine". This is not a
new thing but, all the same, it is heart-rending to think that Indian women,
who in their own country have never known what drink is, should here
be found in the streets in a state of drunkenness. There are undoubtedly